After-School ADT Clubs: Creativity and Commitment in Action
There is something special happening in the Art, Design and Technology department after the final bell rings. While many students head home, our classrooms and workshops come alive with creativity, focus and purpose as KS4 students gather for our after-school coursework clubs.
Running twice a week in Art (Tuesdays and Thursdays) and Engineering and Product Design (Tuesdays), these sessions have quickly become a hub of activity within the department. It’s not unusual to see students staying for over an hour, fully immersed in developing their ideas, refining practical work and pushing their projects further. In fact, many students regularly ask if additional sessions could be offered — a clear sign of the enthusiasm and commitment they have for their subjects.
These clubs only happen because of the dedication of our staff. Teachers willingly go above and beyond the school day to provide extra opportunities for students who want to improve their work, develop their skills and make the most of their coursework projects. Their support ensures that students can access specialist equipment safely, expert guidance and valuable one-to-one feedback outside of normal lesson time.
Just as impressive is the attitude shown by the students who attend. Choosing to stay after school week after week demonstrates real independence and determination. These sessions help students develop key habits that will benefit them well beyond their GCSEs — organisation, self-motivation, time management and resilience when tackling complex projects. They also give students the chance to build strong, positive working relationships with their teachers as they seek advice, refine ideas and problem-solve together.
In Art, the sessions showcase a fantastic mix of technical and creative skill. Students experiment with materials, develop personal ideas and express themselves through their artwork as they work towards their coursework and final pieces. The studio atmosphere is one of concentration and creativity, with students carefully refining techniques and building ambitious portfolios.
Meanwhile, in Product Design and Engineering, the workshops are equally busy. Students are developing the technical and design elements of their projects while also bringing their ideas to life through practical work. From using hand tools and machinery to programming CNC equipment, students are gaining real hands-on experience as they manufacture and refine their designs.
As coursework deadlines begin to approach later in the year, these sessions are expected to become even more popular. They provide a valuable space for students to manage their time effectively, stay on top of project milestones and continue developing high-quality work.
All of this hard work will ultimately be showcased at the ADT End of Year Exhibition, where students’ creativity, technical skill and dedication will be on full display. More details about this exciting event will be shared later in the year.
For now, if you pass the ADT corridor on a Tuesday or Thursday evening, you’ll see exactly what makes these sessions so special — a department full of motivated students, passionate teachers and a shared commitment to producing outstanding work.
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